 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2014 @ 5:30 P.M.
CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 214 S. LOVE STREET
Present and answering roll call: Mayor Drummond, Commissioners Trujillo, Gandy, Granath and Benge.
Also Present: City Manager James Williams, Assistant City Manager Jared Cobb, Finance Director Mashell Stephens, City Clerk Carol Ann Hogue, Detective Joe Clark, and City Attorney Patrick McMahon.
Not Present: Administrative Assistant Imelda Gutierrez and Chief of Police Danny Bryant
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Mayor Drummond at 5:30 p.m.
Invocation: Commissioner Trujillo gave the invocation
Pledge of Allegiance: Commissioner Trujillo led the pledge
Approval of Agenda: Mayor Drummond asked for a motion to approve the agenda as submitted. Commissioner Gandy so moved to omit an action item: Consider Approval of Carport Variance at 416 W. Tyler. Commissioner Benge seconded. Motion was approved.
Approval of the Regular Minutes of January 27, 2014: Mayor Drummond asked for a motion for approval of the regular minutes of January 27, 2014. Commissioner Trujillo so moved. Commissioner Gandy seconded. Motion was approved.
NON-ACTION ITEMS:
Discussion of Ordinance for Annexation of Property at 17th & Jefferson & Zoning Classification: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that Khalid Farooq on behalf of Armaan Enterprises requested two (2) properties be annexed into the City limits and zoned as indicated: #1- proposed zone B (9 acres) and #2- proposed zone C (25 acres). The Lovington Planning & Zoning Board recommended that the adjacent property owners be contacted and asked if they would agree with the annexation. Armaan Enterprises change its annexation petition to reflect annexation of all of the properties. The property owners are: Energy Research, Adair, Chevron, & Solorzano, The Energy Research and Adair properties would be zoned as C- Commercial and the Chevron and Solorzano properties would be zoned B- Multi-family. Mayor Drummond asked City Manager Williams to bring back to the Commissioners on the next regular meeting. 
Discussion of Zoning Change at 1st Unit, Solar Addition, Block 1, Lot B: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that the Lovington Planning & Zoning Board recommends the zone change at 1st Unit, Solar Addition, Block 1, Lot B (1100 block of West Avenue D) to be changed from Zone A -  Single Family Dwelling to Zone C – Commercial. This item will be presented to Commission for action at the February 24th meeting due to publication requirements. The property owners within one hundred feet (100’) of the property have been notified by letter. 
Discussion of Off Street Parking Ordinance: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that the Planning & Zoning Board recommends splitting this ordinance into two (2) separate documents, one limiting off street parking of commercial vehicles and one limiting parking of non-commercial and recreational vehicles in residential zones. The commercial vehicle off street parking ordinance was recommended for approval by Planning & Zoning. If adopted, 12.08.060 should have the allowable weight for off street parking in residential zones be reduced. The second portion was tabled at the Planning & Zoning meeting and the Board is requesting from the Commissioners to provide direction on whether to proceed with further review of this ordinance or not. This ordinance will be brought back to the next regular commission meeting for approval to advertise. The property owners in Zone A & B will be notified by letter.
Discussion of Carports: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that Code Enforcement has submitted for review and consideration to the Planning & Zoning Board the three (3) proposed ordinances that would amend the carport use. The Planning & Zoning recommends adopting the changes. Changes are summarized below:
· Zone A: Modifies Chapter 17.20 to increase the maximum allowable size of a carport to 720 square feet. Also modifies the intensity of use to allow carports in the event the dwelling has a garage.

· Zone B: Modifies Chapter 17.24 which will eliminate the requirement that a carport does not have to be attached to a permanent structure or conform to existing construction materials, character, or design.

· Manufactured Homes & Mobile Homes: Modifies 17.22 to state carports must conform to Chapter 17.24
Discussion on Mobile Home Utilities & Permits: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that Commissioner Benge requested a discussion on an ordinance that would require the City to issue a mobile or manufactured home permit to be obtained prior to the connection of any Non City utilities (i.e. electricity, gas, phone). This item will be taken to Planning & Zoning Board for review. 
Discussion of Comprehensive Plan: Assistant City Manager Cobb addressed the Commissioners stating that the City has received a proposal from Architectural Research Consultants, Incorporated to develop a new comprehensive plan. The total cost for the scope of work is $75,617 and is estimated to be completed within eleven (11) months. An additional three options have been proposed, however, these may be selected at a later date. To be proactive, NMFA recommends the City file for an extension to their twelve (12) month grant period. The City will prepare a resolution for consideration at the next regular commission meeting. The company would like to come down and meet with everyone.
· The total cost is $75,617 without additional options; $50,000 is covered by an NMFA Planning Grant and the remaining $ 25,617 is recommended to be covered by a combination of LEDA and/or EDC funds.
Discussion of Parks & Recreation Survey Results: City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that three (3) months Parks & Recreation Survey was completed and the City has compiled the results for review. The City had 290 responses. The survey results have been presented to the Parks & Recreation Board for their review and will be used for the development of the Parks & Recreation Master Plan.
ACTION ITEMS:
Consideration of Approval of 2013 Municipal Audit: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the 2013 Municipal Audit. Shelly Olsen (Manager) and Cindy Bryant on behalf of Accounting & Consulting Group, LLP stated that the City has had a big improvement and has received a qualified opinion. In 2012, the City had 16 findings which 7 were resolved. In 2013, there were 12 findings that 9 were repeated findings that are getting resolved and some have been going on since 2007 and 2008. The General funds account has increased by two million dollars. Commissioner Trujillo so moved. Commissioner Gandy seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of Resolution 2014-05: Budgetary Increases: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the resolution 2014-05: Budgetary Increases. City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that the Finance Department has prepared a resolution in order to reflect income being received by grants and adjusting expenditures from completion of the funded project.

· $6,512 increase to Fire Protection Grant for purchase of an SCBA fill station.

· $15,000 increase in recreation from Maddox Foundation Grant for pool exterior.

· $100,000 increase in parks & recreation from Lea County Quality of Life Funding.

Commissioner Benge so moved. Commissioner Trujillo seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of Resolution 2014-06: Release of Municipal Lien at 914 W. Monroe: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the resolution 2014-06: Release of Municipal Lien at 914 W. Monroe. City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that Juan Carrillo purchased the property at 914 W. Monroe. The City discovered it had filed a lien on the property on March 30, 2001 in the amount of $3,120 this lien was filed to recover the cost of removing a condemned structure. Mr. Carrillo has paid the City the full amount of the lien on January 22, 2014. Commissioner Benge so moved. Commissioner Granath seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of LEACO Tower Use Agreement: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the LEACO Tower Use Agreement. City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that LEACO has performed and completed its testing of wireless internet equipment at the Avenue R water tower. They are ready to begin installation at our remaining two water towers. The agreement specifies that in exchange for tower space, we will receive internet services at various municipal locations. The savings per month is approximately $600. Commissioner Granath so moved. Commissioner Gandy seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of Lodgers Tax Application: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the Lodgers Tax Application. City Manager Williams addressed the Commissioners stating that the City has prepared an application for Lodgers Tax Funding for review and approval. The application has been reviewed by the Lodgers Tax Board and they recommend implementing this process. Commissioner Benge so moved. Commissioner Trujillo seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of Carport Variance at 715 W. Avenue I: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the carport variance at 715 W. Avenue I. Jose Campos addressed the Commissioners requesting a carport variance to install at his residence that is 638 square feet. A notice was sent to each property owner located within 100 feet of the property. Commissioner Granath so moved. Commissioner Gandy seconded. Motion was approved.
Consideration of Approval of Accounts Payable: Mayor Drummond called for a motion to approve the accounts payable. Commissioner Benge so moved. Commissioner Granath seconded. Motion was approved.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
· Clint Laughrin addressed the Commissioners stating that the City should enforce the laws we have now instead of making more laws. 
· Commissioner Gandy stated that the City needs to do something now because we are constantly settling and not moving forward.
· Evelyn Holguin stated that she agrees with the Commissioners about cleaning up the City. Three developers have been drawn away from developing in the City due to how our neighborhoods look.
· Sherron Little stated that most people are not financially stabled to afford it.
OTHER: 
· City Clerk Hogue mentioned that early voting begins Wednesday, February 12, 2014 at the City Hall from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
· Commissioner Benge mentioned that she has tickets for Richard Flora of the Lecture Series for Communities on Tuesday, February 25, 2014 at Tydings Auditorium in Hobbs, NM
· Detective Joe Clark mentioned that he was contacted by Mr. Manes - School Superintendent who would like for the Police Department to participate in active shooters at the Lovington Schools.
· City Manager Williams mentioned he will be getting tickets for the Richard Flora presentation.
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
APPROVED: ____________________________________________
 DIXIE DRUMMOND, MAYOR
ATTEST:      _____________________________________________
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